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reproductive function than the man, could not resist, was gradually
transformed for her into an act of pleasure. The violent penetration
and mighty embrace, perhaps accompanied by wooing and caresses,
thus became the woman's sexual enjoyment. Her dependence upon
the sexual rhythm was broken, and the act of pleasure was separated
from the reproductive function. If further speculation is permissible,
I should like to advance the hypothesis that the powerful embrace
of the prehensile arms, combined with the defensive counterpfessure,
induced strong pleasure sensations in the woman's entire body. The
particular disposition in the feminine skin surface to be pleasurably
excited perhaps originates in these primitive situations. The psycho-
analytic hypothesis that this quality of woman's skin can be explained
by the anatomic sex difference, and corresponds to a transfer from
the unsatisfactory genitals to the entire body, does not necessarily
contradict my hypothesis. The latter is beautifully illustrated in the
Greek myth of the seduction of Leda by Zeus. The story of the god
who assumes the shape of a swan and envelops the woman with his
plumage seems to express the feminine wish to feel the seducer's
might with the whole surface of her body.

If my phylogenetic hypothesis is correct, the wooing and possession
of the human female involved the surface of her body before her
genital zone came into play, while the male was already in a state
of definite genital excitation that drove him to active or aggressive
behaviour. This very ancient development seems to me to be the
prototype of a definite sexual sensitivity that has persisted to this day.
The stronger need for tenderness characteristic of the woman, her
need for the embrace as a prelude or even a pre-requisite to sexual
excitement, would according to this view be a primitive feminine
quality, perhaps a continuation of the primitive situation. Her more
developed desire for contact has a thoroughly passive character that
also plays a part in the differentiation of the sexes.

This behaviour is repeated in the functions of the sexual cells: the
ovum is relatively motionless, passively expectant, while the sperma-
tozoid is active and mobile. The behaviour of the sexual partners
during intercourse continues this differentiation between the mascu-
line-active and the feminine-passive. The anatomy of the sex organs
leaves no doubt as to the character of their aims: the masculine
organ is made for active penetration, the feminine for passive recep-
tion. The objection that many and even most normal women develop
a high degree of activity during sexual intercourse does not refute
the view presented here. There are facts that seemingly contradict
the natural law but are nevertheless of great significance. They are